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Act I
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I

t’s pleasure to be performing

Harmony in Harlem at

Goldsmiths’ theatre as part of the
Arts and the Learning City Initiative.
Harmony in Harlem has
been created, over 12 months, with
the extensive collaboration of
Shingai Shoniwa and Dan Smith,
and the creative contribution of
Dionne Mitchell, Abdul Shyllon and
Jennifer Minnell – young Associate
Artists at Second Wave.
During three residentials, we
explored story line, characters,
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music and dance, created original
music and songs, and developed the
dance story and choreography. Many
other young people were also
involved in these residentials and in
a series of subsequent music, drama
and dance workshops. All have
contributed to the shape, style and
content of this original piece of
musical theatre.
This creative process began with the
idea of exploring how African
American artists shaped an era. ‘The
Harlem Renaissance’ of the ’20s and
’30s is mainly associated with the
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chorus girl / choir
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Night Characters
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visual arts and literature by Black
artists, novelists and poets.
Harmony in Harlem
celebrates this and the work of the
great blues and jazz artists of the
period.
In devising this work of musical
theatre, we were inspired by the
lives of these artists and their stories
are at the heart of the play. We were
impressed by the depth of
knowledge and dedication they
demonstrated in realising jazz as a
new musical art form. We were also
struck by these artists’ humour,
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resourcefulness and generosity of
spirit in supporting younger artists.
Set in 1932, Harmony in
Harlem coincides with the end of
Prohibition and early years of the
1930s Depression. At this moment,
Harlem had already become the first
modern creative city and jazz music
was set to redefine popular American
culture forever.
Ann Considine
Director of Second Wave

Harmony in Harlem
Characters & Story Shingai Shoniwa, Dan Smith, Abdul
Shyllon, Dionne Mitchell, Jennifer
Minnell, Caron Loudy, Sheryl
Malcolm, Talmud Bah & Ann
Considine
Harmony in Harlem Script by Ann Considine
Research Carrie Harvey
Workshop Team Angela Ekaette, Melodi Boreland,
Sheryl Malcolm, J.B.Rose, Ann
Considine
Musical Arrangements Dan Smith, Angus Babb
Vocal Arrangements J.B.Rose, Shingai Shoniwa
Instrumentals Dan Smith guitar/piano/
harmonica), Angus Babb piano/
trumpet, Jamie Lawrence bass,
Antonio Campbell clarinet/sax,
Pharoah Smeaton-Russell drums
Choreography Caron Loudy, Sunanda Biswas
Set Design Dana Pinto
Stage Manager Anna Creed
Costume Design Erofili Politopoulou, Tanya Van
Oudtshoorn
Lighting Design Hansjörg Schmidt
Lighting Assistant Jon Matthews
Sound Design Steve Rafter
Ass’t Stage Managers Lisa Phillip, Lloyd Dias, Jennifer
Minnell
Event Coordination Carrie Harvey
Volunteers Coordinator Dominique Oliver
Box Office & Admin Dimple Vadher
Office Manager Sade Oyebamji
Learning Development Phil Turner
Trainee Tutors Allan Okello, Davina Morris
Production Support AJ Riley, Allan Okello, David Riley,
Kealey Henderson, Leemore Marrett,
Natalie Evans, Philip Morgan
Photography Sarah Ainslie, Martin Burton
Programme Design FiveToNine Design

n innovative collaboration between two local
centres of learning Second Wave and Goldsmiths
College, University of London— part of an Arts and the
Learning City initiative aimed at widening participation.
This unique partnership aims to celebrate the potential
of young artists—to value their achievements and
recognise the real impact of the arts on the local
community and beyond.
young artists in a changing world offers
young people an opportunity to explore the music,
dance and culture of Harlem in the 1920s and 1930s
and the relevance of blues and jazz to subsequent
music in America and worldwide. It aims to broaden
and deepen their understanding of this major phase of
musical and cultural breakthrough. Young people are
involved as creators of their own original material and
encouraged to develop their own musical styles and to
learn from earlier jazz and blues influences.
Arts & the Learning city aims to build an inclusive
arts and learning environment in London, for London,
that genuinely encourages the highest levels of
educational attainment for London’s diverse
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Front of House Support Bari Kpotura, Deana Newland,
Elizabeth El-Schaeddhaei, Fiona
Houston, Jenny Mensah, Judith
Dove, Kofi Asante, Modupe
Adeogun, Mohammed Yusuf,
Naomi Marr, Noni James, Ricardo
Small, Rosalyn Edwards, Rouell
Dawkins, Sayeedah Supersad,
Simon Kennedy, Simone Valentine,
Stephanie Riley, Waddada Balfour
Associate Artists Dan Smith, Jennifer Minnell, Abdul
Shyllon, Shingai Shoniwa, Dionne
Mitchell
Original Songs & Music

Old Times’ Sake Dan Smith, Shingai Shoniwa,
Dionne Mitchell, Abdul Shyllon

Overture Dan Smith
Harmony in Harlem Talmud Bah & Second Wave
Other Instrumentals Dan Smith, Angus Babb, Antonio
Campbell, Jamie Lawrence
Samuel’s Blues Ann Considine, Dan Smith
Sugar Foot Strut Shingai Shoniwa, Dan Smith,
JB Rose, Ann Considine
Hush Shingai Shoniwa
Other songs

Fine and Mellow Billie Holliday
Ain’t Nobody’s Business Bessie Smith
Comes Love Lew Brown, Sam H Stept,
Charles Tobias

Swing it, Brother, Swing Raymond, Bishop & Williams
Sing, Sing, Sing Benny Goodman
Harlem Nocturne Words by Dick Rogers, music by
Earle Hagen

Elijah Rock Traditional
A special thanks to Second Wave Trustees, Jeanette & Lawrie
Lambrick, Jeremy Peyton Jones & staff at Goldsmiths College,
Kingston University & Music City.

communities. It aims through its collective creativity to
ensure that the arts in all their diverse forms provide
the fuel and energy to raise attainment, contribute to
community regeneration, and provide creative
engagement with London’s social, cultural and
economic life.
Goldsmiths College is a specialist college of the
University of London with an international reputation
for the study and practice of creative, cognitive, cultural
and social processes. Goldsmiths sees education as a
life-long learning process. Within Goldsmiths Pace
(Professional & Community Education) offers an
extensive programme of evening and part-time
courses which can be the first step to a diploma or
degree.
Second Wave Centre for Youth Arts has for 20
years been delivering high quality, creative programmes
involving young people aged 13– 24 who are underrepresented in higher education, the arts and cultural
industries. Second Wave values creativity as a way of
learning and fosters self expression and self
understanding as a way of empowering young people.

“This is an excellent initiative, greatly to be welcomed. The partnership between Goldsmiths
and Second Wave develops the idea of a new kind of university.”
Professor Ben Pimlott, Warden of Goldsmiths

